Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 CARACA 01719 141828Z 

10 

ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO FEA-01 AEC-05 AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 

CIEP-01 COME-OO DODE-OO EB-07 FPC-01 H-01 INR-07 

INT-05 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-03 SAM-01 OES-03 

SP-02 SS-15 STR-01 TRSE-00 FRB-03 PA-01 PRS-01 USIA-06 

/089 W 

038741 

R 141722Z FEB 75 
FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7656 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE CARACAS 1719 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, VE 

SUBJECT: ALFONZO RAVARD MAY HEAD NATIONALIZED OIL INDUSTRY 

1. REPORTING WHAT HAS BEEN WIDELY RUMORED HERE FOR MANY MONTHS, 

THE CARACAS "EL NACIONAL" PRINTED ON ITS FRONT PAGE FEBRUARY 14 
THAT RETIRED GENERAL RAFAEL ALFONZO RAVARD QUOTE WILL BE 
DESIGNATED TO HEAD BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF WHAT WILL BE HOLDING COMPANY 
FOR NATIONALIZED VENEZUELAN OIL INDUSTRY UNQUOTE. FUNCTIONS WHICH 
HOLDING COMPANY WILL INITIALLY ASSUME ARE SAID TO STILL BE UNDER 
STUDY IN MINISTRY OF MINES AND HYDROCARBONS, BUT IS CONSIDERED 

LIKELY THAT THIS QUESTION WILL BE DECIDED AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
CHOSEN BEFORE END OF MARCH. 

2. RUMOR MAY HAVE SUBSTANCE. PRESIDENT PEREZ, IN MID-JANUARY 
MEETING WITH SOME 360 VENEZUELAN OIL INDUSTRY EXECUTIVES, APPEARED 
TO EXCLUDE POLITICIANS FROM CONSIDERATION FOR THIS POSITION. WITH 
POLITICIANS REMOVED, ANYBODY OTHER THAN GENERAL ALFONZO WOULD BE 
A REAL DARKHORSE AND WOULD HAVE DIFFICULTY GAINING WIDESPREAD 
PUBLIC FONFIDENCE. 
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3. GENERAL ALFONZO IS SO WELL KNOWN IN U.S. CIRCLES THAT IT HARDLY 
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BEARS REPEATING HIS BACKGROUND. CURRENTLY, HE HAS PRIVATE 
CONSULTING OFFICE, IS DIRECTOR OF NUMEROUS PRIVATE COMPANIES, AND 
IS THE GOVERNMENT OBSERVER OF CREOLE PETROLEUM CORPORATION. FOR 
MORE THAN TWENTY YEARS GENERAL ALFONZO WAS ASSOCIATED WITH DEVELOP- 
MENT OF THE GUAY ANA AREA. HE WAS PRESIDENT OF THE VENEZUELA 
GUAY ANA CORPORATION FROM ITS ESTABLISHMENT IN 1960 UNTIL THE 
ADVENT OF THE PEREZ ADMINISTRATION IN MARCH 1974. A CIVIL 
ENGINEERING GRADUATE FROM MIT, TOGETHER WITH STUDY IN ITALY AND 
FRANCE, THE GENERAL IS GIVEN THE MAJOR CREDIT FOR ATTRACTING 
SUBSTANTIAL PRIVATE INVESTMENT TO THE GUAYANA AREA AND ESTABLISHING 
THE INFRASTRUCTURE WHICH WILL INSURE THE REGION'S CONTINUED 
GROWTH INTO A MAJOR INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX OF OUR HEMISPHERE. 

4. WITHOUT QUESTION THE PRIVATE FOREIGN OIL INDUSTRY WOULD 
WELCOME HIS SELECTION TO HEAD THE NATIONALIZED INDUSTRY. FROM 
A U.S. GOVERNMENT POINT OF VIEW, GENERAL ALFONZO WOULD BE AN 
EXCELLENT CHOICE. ABOVE ALL, HE IS PRACTICAL AND REASONABLE. 

HE WOULD BE CAREFUL TO MAINTAIN SOME FORM OF OIL COMPANY ROLE 
AFTER NATIONALIZATION. HE COULD ALSO BE EXPECTED TO PUSH FOR 
MORE RAPID DEVELOPMENT OF THE ORINOCO BELT, PROBABLY IN SOME KIND 
OF COOPERATION WITH FOREIGN PRIVATE TECHNOLOGY. 

MCCLINTOCK 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PETROLEUM INDUSTRY, PERSONNEL ASSIGNMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 14 FEB 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975CARACA01719 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750055-1011 
From: CARACAS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750243/aaaabmdv.tel 

Line Count: 83 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 12 SEP 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <12 SEP 2003 by izenbei0>; APPROVED <23 SEP 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ALFONZO RAVARD MAY HEAD NATIONALIZED OIL INDUSTRY 
TAGS: ENRG, VE, (RAVARD, ALFONZO) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



